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sessing fastnesses in the hills could always en*
force contributions, by issuing thence and car-
rying off booty from those who hesitated to
comply. Hence every hill Raja had a sweep of
the forest and low country attached to his estate,
and this he was continually endeavouring to ex-
tend, either by intrigue, or by violence, or by any
means that presented. The superior wealth and
greater number of followers at the command of
some of the Rajas of the plains, enabled them
occasionally to penetrate and reduce to subjection
a hill neighbour; but ordinarily, siich enterprises
were beyond their skill or resources; and the
border-war was handed down from father to son,
in their respective families.

Neither Ukbur nor any of his descendants on
the throne of Dehlee made any attempt tc add
the tract of hills to the Moghul empire; its re-
venue was not an object of cupidity, nor was its
population sufficiently formidable to make the
subjugation of the country necessary as an act of
political precaution. The Rajas of the plains, on
the other hand, though compelled to submit to
the Moosulman yoke, retained their territories,
and became tributaries of the empire ; which did
not prevent their prosecuting their hereditary feuds
tfady neighbours in, the hills, in the same
BB heretofore. The Moghnl officers, not
sorry to see a poverfttl vassal tyeaitened,